
Honey Bee Biosecurity Code of Practice

Mornington Peninsula Beekeepers Association ïZoom Meeting ïSept 2020



New online platform - BeeMax
Victoriaôs new beekeeper registration and surveillance system



ÅSharing information faster and easier 

ÅImproves reporting and analysis

ÅTogether we can protect our industry 

ÅDiary functionality - one stop shop to record all your 

biosecurity activities and observations

Creating an account is free, quick and easy to use visit 

www.agriculture.vic.gov.au/bees

or log in: 

https://bees.agriculture.vic.gov.au/

New online portal - BeeMax

http://www.agriculture.vic.gov.au/bees
https://bees.agriculture.vic.gov.au/
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Apiary Code of Practice

ÅRegistration

ÅSwarm prevention

ÅWater

Å# hives?

ÅDistance from boundary



National Bee Biosecurity Program
Bee Biosecurity Officer

#BBOsince2016



Australian Honeybee Industry Biosecurity Code
of Practice

The honeybee industry developed the 

code of practice for three main reasons:

1. To assist beekeepers manage 

biosecurity more effectively

2. Improve the ability of beekeepers to 

manage endemic disease, such

as AFB

3. Provide beekeepers with the skills to 

conduct surveillance for exotic bee 

pests and disease, such as Varroa

beeaware.org.au



LDCA 

Division 5--Bees

48. Registration of beekeepers 

49. Biennial fees 

49A. Secretary may cancel registration if fee not paid 

50. Hives to be marked with registered brand 

51. Disposal and acquisition of hives

52. Exposure of bees to infected articles etc. 

53. Access of bees to honey etc. 

LIVESTOCK DISEASE CONTROL REGULATIONS 2017 

Division 5ðBees

73. Hives to be marked with registered brand 

74. Disposal and acquisition of hives 

74A. Visual examination of hives for disease 

74B. Testing of hives for arthropod bee disease 

74C. Testing for the presence of American foulbrood disease 

74D. Action taken to control disease in a hive 

74E. Hives that no longer contain a colony of bees 

74F. Action taken to strengthen a weak hive 

74G. Abandonment of hives 

74H. Bees, hives and beekeeping fittings no longer required for beekeeping 

74I. Offence to sterilise or destroy hives or beekeeping fittings infected with American foulbrood disease before

notifying an inspector 

74J. Sale or use of hives or beekeeping fittings that have been infected with American foulbrood disease 

74K. Offence to wax dip certain items that have been infected with American foulbrood disease

74L. Offence to use antibiotics to treat hives infected with American foulbrood disease 

74M. Construction of hives 

74N. Swarm catch boxes 

74O. Bees to have access to water 

74P. Records to be kept in relation to beekeeping 

Livestock Disease Control Act (LDCA) 1994 & 
Regulations

Effective%2012%20June%202019%20NEW%20Livestock%20Disease%20Control%20Regulations%202017%20http:/agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/livestock/livestock-disease-control-regulations-2017
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/ldca1994273/s48.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/ldca1994273/s49.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/ldca1994273/s49a.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/ldca1994273/s3.html#secretary
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/ldca1994273/s50.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/ldca1994273/s3.html#hive
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/ldca1994273/s51.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/ldca1994273/s3.html#hive
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/ldca1994273/s52.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/ldca1994273/s53.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ldcr2017382/s74b.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ldcr2017382/s73.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ldcr2017382/s74.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ldcr2017382/s74a.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ldcr2017382/s74b.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ldcr2017382/s74c.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ldcr2017382/s74d.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ldcr2017382/s74e.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ldcr2017382/s74f.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ldcr2017382/s74g.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ldcr2017382/s74h.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ldcr2017382/s74i.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ldcr2017382/s74j.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ldcr2017382/s74k.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ldcr2017382/s74l.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ldcr2017382/s74m.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ldcr2017382/s74n.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ldcr2017382/s74o.html
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/ldcr2017382/s74p.html


Allyôs Top 8



Bee registered

1 or more hives must be registered. 

Registration is free for 1 - 5 hives (online)  

6 - 50 hives is $30 

51+ hives is $0.60 per hive. 

free for 0 ï5 hives  



Constructed and branded

Burn, stencil, paint, endorse, stamp, carve or etch

the letters / figures of the brand, not less than 19 

millimetres in height. 



Immediately 

All the exotics, like Varroa, Africanised bees, 

Tracheal mite, Deformed wing virus etc 

Notify Exotic Plant Pest Hotline: 1800 084 881

Within 12 hours

AFB & Braula fly

Notify Apiary Officers

Within 7 days 

Chalk brood, EFB & Nosema 

Notify Apiary Officers

Report notifiable diseases
AgVic website: notifiable-bee-pests-and-diseases


